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LOOK BEFORE YOU LEAP, 


F all the multifarious events that at 

preſent croud the canvas of theſe ſtormy 
times, no one has perhaps more juſtly ex- 
cited the public curioſity, than the preten- 
ſions of RIicHARD BROTHERS to the cha- 
racter of a Prophet, and that of God Al- 
mighty's Nephew. His prophecies have 
been delivered with a ſteadineſs that but lit- 
tle accords with the actions of a madman ; 


indeed the ſtyle of intrepidity with which 


he has ventured to predict the moſt fatal 
diſaſters to the rulers of nations, ſeems to 
ſpring from ſomething more than an ordi- 
nary channel, and to indicate a diſdain of 
danger that is rarely found in common men. 
The arreſt of this man, by the king's meſ- 
ſengers, ſo far from calming the ferment 
into which his predictions have thrown this 
convulſed and diſtracted nation, will have a 
tendency to inftigate a ſpirit of enquiry 
among all thoſe who call themſelves Chriſ- 
Eo 5 tians, 
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tians, into the probability of this man's miſ- 
fon, and the character he aſſumes ; for of 
the truth or falſhood of it, no earthly being is 


in a capacity to judge. THE ways or Gop 


ARE INSCRUTABLE TO MAN, fays the Scrip- 
ture—if ſo, we ſhould be very careful how 
we interfere with what may be his divine 
pleaſure, his holy word and commandment. 
For this purpoſe let us examine a little, and 
ſee what has been the fituation, birth, and 
condition of God's prophets acknowledged 
to be ſuch, and a firm and implicit belief in 
whom conſtitutes a neceſlary preliminary fo 
the holding of any place or employment 
whatever in this kingdom. And let us com- 
pare and fee, if they are wholly incompati- 
ble with the preſent condition of RIcHARD 
BROTHERS ; or whether they do not bear a 
ſufficient degree of analogy to juſtify us in 


_ atleaſt en our opinion, and ſeriouſly 


reflecting before we caſt any ftigma upon a 
man whole high commithon, ſhould he really 
hold it, Admands reſpe& and reverence from 
all men who pretend to believe in God. 


Our bleſſed Lonp and Saviour JESUS 
Cunrsr, was the Son of a Carpenter in 
| Nazareth, 
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ann a country belonging to the Jews, . 
miraculouſly born of a Virgin ! although the 
was married to Joſeph the Carpenter !! '! 
Yet ſo wretched was the condition of this 
Saviour of the World, that he was born in a 
manger among horſes and oxen. For the 
firſt thirty years of his life he was an ob- 
ſeure individual, of no reſpect in his own 
country ; and at that age he began to preach 
his miſſion, and the divine grace to the peo- 
ple of Galilee ; yet ſuch was the hardneſs 
of the hearts of men, that he had but very 
few followers ; he was deſpiſed and con- 
temned by the ruling powers, and at laſt fell 
a ſacrifice to the 4020 hand of power, for 
calling himſelf what he really was— the Sox 
OF Gon and the KING or THE JEWS.— 
Now, JEsuUs CurisT, JOHN THE Barts, 
and the Four EVANGELI1STS, are univer- 
fally accredited and believed; nay, millions 
of heathens have been butchered, in Holy 
Wars and Religious Cruſades, for daring to 
diſbelieve in them, and for the purpoſe of 
eſtabliſhing the veracity of CHRIST and his 
AeosTLES. The Jews are held in utter and 
univerſal abomination, and are ſcattered up 
and down the earth like wandering vaga- 
B 2 . foods 
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bonds, for having diſbelieved his Holy Word, 
for having erueifted him, and denied his being 
the TRUE Son of the LIVING Gop---yet in 
his own country, amongſt theſe unbelieving 
and unfeelingJews, he was as obſcure a being 
as RICHARD BROTHER is in England; Ke 
was deſpiſed by the magiſtrates, and fore- 
told many dreadful diſaſters to the unbeliey- 
ing governments ; he called himſelf the Son 
of God, and King of the Jews; and for 
theſe things he was called an impoſtor, by 
the bole to whom he revealed his divine 
miſſion. He was taken up, dragged to priſon, 
inſulted, condemned by Pontius Pilate, and 
executed on a croſs between two thieves, 
on Mount Calvary ; from that moment the 
power of the Jews is ſaid to have declined, 
they became the victims of their numerous 
enemies, God deſerted them, their chief city 
Jeruſalem was taken by ſtorm, and above a 
million of them maſſacred ; they became ex- 
tinct as a nation, and wanderers upon the 
face of the earth, defpiſed of men, and hated 
of God. Let no one now doubts of his 
being the Son of God, although at that 
time it was univerſally Awwelleved, and the 
Jews, * uy of deriſion, put, a label 
- | Over 


LF 11 

over his croſs--- which although then done 
in mockery, was certainly very true the 
ſuperſcription was, TIs 1s THE KING op 
THE Jews. Before he was crucified, he 
foretold the deſtruction of Jeruſalem---we 
-all know it came to paſs. Let us not then 
haſtily deſpiſe God's warning, his ways 
are impenetrable to man, Ut: if he found 
it neceſſary to ſend his Son upon earth, 
why is it impoſſible that he may have raiſed 
up a prophet in a deſcendant of the Brother 

of our Lord and Saviour JESUS CHRIS, 
to be a warning to this wicked age? Reflect 
before you decide, and remember the words 
of Jnsus CHRIST: 


We have fiſied unio you and ye have not 
danced, we have mourned to 08 and Mo - 
have not wept. 

Goſpel according to St. Lox, 
CHAp. vii. Ver. 32. 


Moss, who we believe to have held 
converſe with God frequently, and to have 
received from God's own hand on Mount 
Sinai the Ten Commandments, which 
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form part of our religion, a/though very 
high authority daily ſeems rather diſhofed 
to break them than tech them ; which are 
ſtuck up in all churches, are made the baſis 
of our laws, and are inſtilled into youth in 
their earlieſt education, being the moſt pro- 
minent part of their catechiſm ; was born 
in Egypt, whilſt the Jews were yet captives 
in that country, and was condemned by the 
laws of the king of Egypt to death, being a 
male born of an Hebrew woman, 


And he ſaid, when ye do the office of a 
« midwife to the Hebrew women, and ſee 


% them uhon the Jurys ; if i it be a Jon, then 
ye Joel kill him; 


Exobes, CHAP, i. Ver. 16. 


Vet he was ſaved in an ark of bull-ruſhes, 
and afterwards became a powerful prince, 
led the Jews out of their captivity, and go- 
verned them immegintcly under God bim. 


' ſelf. - 


FF 4s have alſo heard the groaning of the 
Children , e <wham the Egyptians 
| * Keefe 
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Fee in bondage and 1 have remem- 
* bered my covenant.” | | 
Exopvus, CH. vi. Ver. 5. 


From theſe examples, without a perfect 
and unconditional belief in which, neither 
Mr. PirT, Mr. DunDas, the Duxs of 
PoRTLAND, the Lord CHANCELLOR, the 
ARCHBISHOP of CANTERBURY, the Lorn 
Mayor, the KING, or the ConsTABLE, 
could hold any of the fituations they do in 

this country, at leaſt they ſolemnly ſwear 
they do believe them, previous to their be- 
ing inveſted with any of thoſe dignities; 
and it is not my buſineſs to examine, whe- 
ther they ſwear true or falſely; it ſhould 
ſeem that God Almighty has frequently 
raiſed up prophets from very low conditions, 
and that it is by no means impoſſible, or im- 
probable, that RIcHñARD BROTHERS is the 
very prophet that he calls himſelf, for when 
Moſes ſpake to the Children of Iſrael con- 
cerning their deliverance from the Egyptian 
bondage, they would not believe him. 


. | * And 
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t And Moſes anſwered. and ſaid, But behold 


1 they will not * me, nor hearken un- 
« 70 my voice. 
ExoDvus, Cray. iv. Ver. 1. 


For Moſes was, as he himſelf acknow- 


ledges, flow of ſpeech, and not bleſſed with 


eloquence ; but the Almighty power of God 


made him alſo a god, and his brother Aaron 


a prophet. - 


% And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, fee, I have 


made thee à god ta Pharaoh and Aaron 
. thy brother ſhall be thy prophet.” 
Exopvus, Cray. vii. Ver. 1. 


| Nay, it does not appear at all impro- 
bable, that this very Ricuarn BrRoTHERsS 
may be the man choſen of God, after his 
awn heart; for was not KING David, in 


a mean and low condition, one who looked 


after ſheep? And was he not raiſed from 
this obſcurity by God Almighty's holy com- 
mand, to be the king of all the Jewiſh 


Nation? Did he not frequently converſe 


with God gy 7 And did not God ap- 
point 
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point his Seed to rule over his choſen peo- 


þ ple for ever? 


6 8 hs days be fulfilled, and thou 


falt flee with thy fathers, I will ſet 
„ uh thy ſeed after thee,' which ſhall firo- 


„ ceed out. of thy bowels, and I will 


46 


eſtabliſt his kingdom. 


He ſhall build an.houſe for my name: and 
% Twill eftabliſh the throne of his kingdom 


e. 


TI will. be has Father, Pry 4 ſhall be 
« my Son. If he commit iniquity, I will 


( chaſten hum with the rod of men, and 


ac 


« with the ſirtfies of the children of men, 


% But my mercy ſhall not dehart away from 


Fim, as I took it from Saul, whom 1 ik 
away before thee, 


2 


eſabliſied for ever before 6. 
„ throne. ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever. 


And thine houſe and thy amn pip be 


2 SAMUEL, CHAP, Vl. 
Ver. 12, * 14, 75, and 16. 


a Now here i is an n expreſs covenant made by 
God himſelf with King David, who was a 


mean, low, and contemptible man, with 


the 
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the Higher Powers, before his elevation to 
the dignity of God's vicegerent over the 
Jews, who were, according to the Scrip- 


tures, his choſen nation; and from this 


ſhepherd, this obſcure being, ſprung our 


holy and beloved Lord and Saviour JESUS 


CHRIST; and does not RICHARD BRo- 


THERS prove, I had almoſt faid inconteſti- 
bly, his deſcent from this King of IIrael, 


this choſen ſervant of God, this man after 


God's own heart, to whoſe ſeed is promiſed 
the dominion over the Jews for ever? Nay, 


more, he proves his deſcent from Joſeph, 
the brother of CHRIST, and who will deny 
that Joſeph, CHRIS T's brother, was a de- 
ſcendant of King David? No one who calls 
himfelf a Chriſtian, will, I am ſure, have 
ſufficient effrontery and impiety to do it. 


Then who can come forward and diſprove 
RICHARD BROTHERS being deſcended from 


David, king of Iſrael ? who: can demon- 
ſtrate that be is not deſcended from Joſeph, 
the brother of CyrIsT? and if he is deſcen- 
ded from our bleſſed Saviour IEsus CHRIS T's 


brother Joſeph, does not a belief in the 
holy and undivided Trinity, equally neceſ- 


fary to the obtaining of any public employ- 
ment, 
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ment, oblige you to acknowledge him for 
God Almighty's own Nephew? I atk you 
this queſtion ſeriouſly, does not the Trinity 
expreſsly tell you that God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, are one 
and the ſame God? Three perſons but one 
"God!!! If fo, God's own brother's deſcen- 
dant muſt, however far removed, moſt 
certainly be, God Almighty's own Nephew. 
Nothing can be clearer—no Chriſtian can 
doubt a moment on the ſubject the only 
difficulty then remaining is, to aſcertain 
whether RICHARD BrRoTHERS is really de- 
ſcended from Joſeph of Nazareth, or not? 
This ſeems to involve the whole queſtion, 
and upon this ſeems to reſt the truth or 
falſehood of his prophecies. He tells you, 
very ſatisfactorily, that he is fo deſcended ; 
nay, he has even traced out to a few, to whom | 
he has thought it prudent to communicate 
it, his genealogy in ſo clear and perfect a 
manner, that there ſeems not to exiſt a 
doubt of his being the legal repreſentative of 
David, king of Iſrael. Now as you already 
believe that God ſpoke to Moſes from a 
burning buſh, that God turned Moſes's rod 
into a {erpent—that he delivered the Jews 
h _ out 
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out of their captivity in Egypt—that God 
overthrew Pharoah and his hoſt in the 
Red fea, to favour their deliverance—that 
he commanded the Jews to take away their 
neighbours' goods. e 


And I will grve this feeofile favour in the 


« fight of the Eg y/ttians : and it fhall come 
« 70 faſs, that when Ye 80, ye "+ not go 
& « empity. 


« But every woman ſhatl Sopron of her neigh 


« bour, and of her that ſojournetli in her 
« houſe, jewels of ſilver, and jewels of 
gold and raiment; and ye ſhall fut them 

* hon your ſons and ufion your daugh- 
ters; and ye ſhall ſhoil the Egyfitians.” 

Exopvus, CHAP. iii. Ver. 21 and 22. 


That he raiſed up David from the lowly 


occupation of a ſhepherd to be king over 


all his choſen people Iſrael, and that he 


made a folemn covenant with King David, 
that his deſcendants ſhould reign for ever 
over the Jewiſh people, that Joſeph of 


Nazareth, the huſband of Mary, the mother 
of JEsVs CHRIST, was deſcended from this 


David, King of Iſrael, in a direct line, and that 


he 
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he had ſons and daughters one of which 
was JEsUSs CHRIST, born whilſt his mother 
was yet a virgin, and only over-ſhadowed 
with the Holy Ghoſt!!! and another 
Joſeph, the brother of Jzsvs, from whom 
is deſcended in a right line RICHARD 
BroTHERs :---why ſhould you ſcruple to 
believe that he is ordained by God to be a 
warning to the people of the earth? Re- 
member prophets have always been deſpiſed 
and diſregarded in the countries in which 


they lived 


& ile ye have light, believe in the light, 
«* that ye may be the children of light. 
« Theſe things ſhake Feſus, and departed, 
c . and did hide himſelf from them. 

«* But though he had done ſo many miracles 
" A them, yet they believed not oN 
« HIM.” 


St. Joun, Cray. xi. Ver. a6 ard 37. 


and happy it had been for the Jews if 
they had not been ſo unbelieving when 
their Lord and Saviour JESsus CHRTLST 
was amongſt them—they might never 
have ceaſed to have been a natien; they 
might 


6-1 
might never have been wanderers upoth 


1 earth; and certainly it is foretold, 
both in the Old and New Teſtament, that 


6 the kingdom of the Jews ſhall be re- eſta- 
| bliſhed; and if ſo, who can ſay RIcHARD 
9 Bnornzns is not appointed, like Moss, 
if to conduct them back to Jeruſalem, and 


there eſtabliſh the kingdom of God? I do 
not ſay he is, becauſe I cannot be ſuppoſed 
to know the ſecrets of God's holy councils, 
but I am not inclined to be ſo impious as 
to diſpute the power of God, or to flight 
his prophets when they deliver out his Koly 
word and commandments. I always Rep 
in mind the faith of the Centurion: 


« And a certain Centurion's ſervant, who 
* was dear un!o him, was fc and ready 10 to 
. 
Aud when he heard of IEsus, he ſent unto 
« him the elders of the Jews, beſeeching 
Him that he would come and. heal his 
« ſervant : 
And when they came to JESUs, they be- 
« fought him mſtantly, ſaying, That he 
« was worthy for whom he ſhould do this; 
For he loveth our Nation, and he hath 
58 built u us a Synagogue : 


66 Then 


0 
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„„ 1 
Then JEs8Us went with them. And when 
« he was not far from the houſe, the Cen- 
„ turion ſent friends to him, ſaying unto 
« him, Lord trouble not thyſelf: for T 


* am not worthy that thou * enter 
„ under my roof ; 


Wherefore neither thought I myſelf worthy 


« to come unto thee: but ſay in a word, 


and my ſervant ſhall be healed : 


« For I am a man ſet under authority, having 


under me ſoldiers, and I ſay unto one go 
% and he goeth; and to another, come and 


«* he cometh; and to my ſervant, do this 
„ and he doeth it. 


7 When JIksus heard theſe things | he marvelled 


„at him, and turned him about, and ſaid 
* unto the fieofule that followed fim, I. ſay 
„ unto you, I have not found % great 
« faith, no not in Iſrael. 


And they that were ſent returned to the 


. *% houſe, and found the ſervant whole that 
ad been fick.“ 


GosPEL ACCORDING To ST, 1 | 


CHAP. vii. Ver. 2, g, 4, 5» 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. 


Now although | it behoves all 1 men to "Ig 


ware of 8 prophets, yet, it alſo behoves 


* 2 ** 


4 them 


great learnin 
velling the znigmas of the Hindoos, has 
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eternal ſouls dy a wanton diſbelief of God's 

holy word; and therefore it ſeems to be a 
matter of great importance to aſcertain, 
what reſpect is due to RICHARD BROTHERS, 


before, like as the Jews did unto our Lord 


and Saviour ]Jesvs CHRIST, we revile him 
and ſcofFat him. He appears to have acted 
ſteadily, and firmly: And a gentleman of 
g, and much Wer ed in unra- 
lately written a pamphlet, in which he very 
clearly demonſtrates the truth of RicHARD 


 BroTHERS's miſſion to recall the Jews; 
and he certainly foretels very important 


events, which, if true, ſhould make all good 
Chriſtians look about them, and endeavour 
to avert the dreadful calamity. Let us re- 
member the fate of So Dou ſoretold by 
prophets, the fate of TVRHE and SiDox alſo 
foretold, and the fate of JERUSALEM, fore- 
told by our Lord and Saviour Ixsuvs 


CnxISr, and then let us tremble for our ſins 


and wickedneſſes, and let us not add inſult 
to ingpiety ; beſides, what can be more mo- 
deſt than the reply of RichAR BROTHERS, 
does he not ſay ſearch the SCrILFUTES 8 ? and 


arc 
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are we not taught to believe the Scriptures | 
are very ſacred things, and full of holy 
truths? and do we not find in the Scriptures 
inconteſtible proofs that the deſcendants of 
David ſhall rule over God's choſen people, 
and that the Jews ſhall be reſtored to Jeru- 
falem? and does not RIcHARD BROTHERS 
prove himſelf to be deſcended from David, 
by proving that he is deſcended from 
Jos, the brother of CaurisT? and has 
he not propheſied ſuch things as no man elſe 
has dared to prophecy ? Let us therefore not 
be raſh, and call him an impoſtor, for the 
ways of God are not to be judged of by weak 
mortals, and if he has ſent RIcHARD BRo- 
THE RS to forewarn the unhappy people of 
this country againſt their impending danger, 
ought we not rather to adopt the faith of the 
ſinner who touched the garment of CHRIST, 
and of the centurion, and thereby ſave our- 
ſelves and fellow Creatures, than wantonly 
imitate the example of the Jews, and there- 
by draw down upon our heads the vengeance 
of Heaven. Think therefore, I fay, think 
whilſt it is yet in your power, revere God, 
and do not offer inſult to thoſe whom it has 
pleaſed him to call to be his miſſionaries. 

| N MiINITSTERS, 


MinisTERs, armed with power, may, like 
Pontius PILATE, by availing themſelves of 
the laws, certainly impriſon, and even de- 
ſtroy this man; but remember, ſo did the 
Jews deſtroy CHRIST, as they thought, 

though it turned out, chat thereby they only 
deſtroyed themſelves; for CHRIST aroſe 
from the dead, but the empire of the -Jews 
was deſtroyed, and their chief city taken by 
ſtorm, and its inhabitants maſſacred,” ſo ter- 
rible are the judgments of God on thoſe 
who diſbelieve his holy Word, and flight 
his Prophets. Remember when the diſciples 
of CHRIST were fearful in the ſtorm, he re- 
buked them thus ; 


6 0 ye of little 9 oben 
"ST, MATTHEW, Cuar. viii. Ver. 26. 
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